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To  the  SCOTTISH  HOME  AND  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT,  the 
PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  COUNCILLORS  of  the  BURGH  of 

GREENOCK. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
the  Burgh  for  the  year  1970. 

The  birth  rate  remains  low,  being  only  fractionally  above  that  for 
the  previous  year  which  was  the  lowest  recorded.  The  stillbirth  rate 
is  less  than  that  for  Scotland  which  had  the  lowest  yet  recorded. 

Action  was  taken  to  implement  national  policy  by  offering 
vaccination  against  Rubella  to  certain  categories  of  school  children 
and  the  response  to  this  was  most  satisfactory. 

In  the  Health  Education  field,  emphasis  was  given  to  the  dangers 
of  smoking  to  health,  during  the  course  of  which  leaflets,  posters,  etc. 
were  widely  distributed  to  Factories,  Churches,  Libraries,  Schools  and 
public  buildings. 

The  first  full  year’s  operation  of  the  Clydeport  Container  Terminal 
produced  the  anticipated  additional  volume  of  administrative  work  in 
the  department.  Excellent  liaison  has  been  established  with  all  bodies 
concerned. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  continued  loyal  service,  I am  also  grateful  for  the  co-operation 
of  other  officials,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Property 
Management  and  other  Committees  of  the  Corporation  for  their 
continued  interest  in  the  work  of  this  Department. 

I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  CARRICK, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1970 

Population  as  estimated  at  middle  of  1970 

Acreage  of  Burgh  

Density  of  Population  per  acre  

Birth-rate  per  1,000  Population  

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births 

Marriage  rate  (uncorrected)  

Death-rate — all  causes,  per  1,000  of  Population 

Death-rate — Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

Death-rate — Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ... 
Death-rate — principal  epidemic  diseases 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Neo-natal  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  

Maternal  death  rate  per  1,000  total  births 


69.620 

4.159 

16.74 

16.4 
7.3 
8.8 

12.5 
0.14 
0.10 
0.07 

32 

19 

10 

0.00 


All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  where  otherwise 

given. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

POPULATION  — The  estimate  of  the  population  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  middle  of  1970  was  69,620,  which  is  the  figure  used 
in  this  report  unless  otherwise  stated. 

The  estimate  is  a decrease  of  647  from  that  of  1969. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  in  1970  was 
270.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  up  to  and  including  1969  is 
621. 


Table  III,  second  column,  gives  an  indication  of  the  steady  decline 
of  the  estimated  population  of  Greenock  over  the  years  despite  a high 
birth  rate  and  average  death  rate. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE  — The  number  of  live  births,  after 
correction  for  transfer  was  1,142  (587  males,  555  females)  and  the 
rate  is  16.4  per  thousand  population.  The  average  for  the  preceding 
ten  years  is  19.2. 

The  birth  rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  was  16.8. 

Tables  I and  III  give  more  details  on  this  subject. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  live  births  is  7.3  compared  with 
a rate  for  Scotland  of  7.7. 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  AND  STILLBIRTHS  — 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  37  (23  males, 
14  females)  the  quinquennial  average  is  32. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (i.e.  deaths  within  the  first  year  of 
life)  is  32  per  thousand  live  births,  which  is  higher  than  the  figure 
of  25  in  1969.  The  figure  for  Scotland  as  a whole  is  20. 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  (i.e.  deaths  within  the  first  four  weeks 
of  life)  is  19  compared  with  17  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average 
of  15.  The  general  rate  for  Scotland  is  12.8. 

Stillbirths  numbered  12  giving  a rate  of  10  per  thousand  total 
births  as  compared  with  a quinquennial  average  of  15.  The  rate  for 
Scotland  is  13.9,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  (i.e.  total  of  stillbirths  and  deaths 
within  first  seven  days  of  life  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths)  is 
28.4.  The  rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  is  25. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE  — The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Burgh  during  1970,  after  correction  for  transfer,  was  870  (465  males, 
405  females).  The  death  rate  is  12.5  per  thousand  population,  com- 
pared with  12.9  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  12.4. 

The  average  age  at  death  (excluding  infants)  is  68.6  as  against 
68.5  which  is  the  average  for  the  past  five  years. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  — Since  1st  January,  1968,  the  causes  of  death 
have  been  classified  in  accordance  with  the  8th  Revision  of  the  Inter- 
national Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  etc.  This  has  brought 
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about  certain  changes  in  the  headings  shown  in  Table  III  and  has 
resulted  in  certain  causes  of  death  being  classified  under  a different 
heading  from  that  which  would  have  been  appropriate  in  former  years. 
As  a result,  it  is,  in  some  cases,  inappropriate  to  draw  a direct  com- 
parison between  the  number  of  deaths  under  a particular  classification 
in  1969  as  against  what  may  appear  to  be  the  similar  classification  in 
previous  years.  In  particular,  the  Sections  on  Infectious  Diseases. 
Circulatory  Diseases  and  Violence  have  been  considerably  rearranged 
and  most  age  distinctions  have  disappeared. 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  1970. 


Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system 

Malignant  Diseases 

Diseases  of  the  Cerebro-Vascular  system 

Respiratory  Diseases 

Violence 


336  = 39%  of  total  deaths 
155  = 18%  of  total  deaths 
135  = 16%  of  total  deaths 
94  = 11%  of  total  deaths 
35  = 4%  of  total  deaths 


Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  — Of  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  cause  309  were  from  diseases  of  the  heart  with  a death  rate 
of  4.50  per  thousand  population  as  against  a total  death  rate  from 
those  causes  of  4.82  per  thousand  population.  The  quinquennial 
average  is  4.31. 

The  classification  of  heart  disease  is  given  in  Table  II. 


Malignant  Deaths  — 155  deaths  (84  males,  71  females)  were 
attributed  to  various  forms  of  cancer.  The  death  rate  is  2.23  per 
thousand  population  against  a quinquennial  average  of  2.38.  The 
figure  for  Scotland  as  a whole  is  2.43. 


Respiratory  cancer  was  responsible  for  47  deaths  (40  males.  7 
females)  as  against  56  deaths  in  1969.  Deaths  from  respiratory  cancer 
occurred  in  the  following  age  groups: — 


Age  Group 

45-54  55-64 

65-74 

75-84  35  & 

Over 

Males 

2 14 

18 

5 1 

Females 

1 2 

2 

2 — 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths 
during  the  past  five  years: — 

due  to 

respiratory  cancer 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

1966 

47 

8 

55 

0.760 

1967 

40 

10 

50 

0.695 

1968 

33 

12 

45 

0.635 

1969 

48 

8 

56 

0.795 

1970 

40 

7 

47 

0.677 

Cerebro-Vascular  Disease  — The  deaths  classified  in  this  group 
total  135  as  against  139  in  1969.  The  death  rate  from  this  cause  is  1.94 
per  thousand  population  compared  with  a rate  of  2.04  in  1969  and  a 
quinquennial  average  of  1.96. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  — Excluding  tuberculosis  these 
diseases  caused  94  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.35  per  thousand 
population.  As  already  stated  it  would  be  inappropriate  to  compare 
these  figures  with  the  figures  given  in  former  years,  as  with  the 
introduction  in  1968  of  the  new  classification  of  causes  of  death  the 
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totals  include  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases  of  infancy 
for  the  first  time. 

Bronchitis,  emphysema  or  asthma  were  responsible  for  47  of  the 
respiratory  deaths  (37  males,  10  females),  of  which  30  were  over  the 
age  of  65  years.  The  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  0.68  which  is 
lower  than  the  quinquennial  average  of  0.76  but  above  the  general 
rate  for  Scotland  which  was  0.56. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  42  deaths  (23  males,  19  females)  with  a 
death  rate  of  0.61.  Five  of  the  pneumonia  deaths  occurred  in  children 
under  one  year  old  and  30  were  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Deaths  from  Violence  — These  numbered  35,  of  which  6 were  the 
result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents,  16  were  due  to  accidents  in  the 
home,  10  were  due  to  other  forms  of  violence  and  3 were  due  to 
suicide  or  self-inflicted  injuries. 

The  quinquennial  averages  of  deaths  from  violence  are  9 from 
motor  accidents,  14  from  home  accidents,  12  from  other  forms  of 
violence  and  3 from  suicide. 

Of  the  accidents  in  the  home  (12  males,  4 females)  3 occurred  to 
children  under  one  year  of  age  and  6 to  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Tuberculosis  — During  the  year  there  were  7 deaths  from  respira- 
tory tuberculosis,  giving  a death  rate  of  0.101  per  thousand  population 
as  against  the  rate  of  0.01  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  for 
Greenock  of  0.06.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  0.04. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  in  1970 
giving  a death  rate  of  0.04. 

The  total  tubercular  death  rate  for  Greenock  is  therefore  0.14 
as  against  0.06  for  Renfrew  County  and  0.05  for  Scotland. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  — (Typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  meningococcal  infections,  measles  and 
influenza)  — Five  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  all  from  influenza. 
The  death  rate  is  0.07  compared  with  a quinquennial  average  of  0.04 
and  a rate  of  0.15  for  Scotland  as  a whole. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System  were  responsible  for  14  deaths. 
Of  these,  6 were  due  to  intestinal  obstruction  or  hernia,  4 to  peptic 
ulcers  and  1 to  cirrhosis  of  the  liver. 

Genito-Urinary  System  — Deaths  from  diseases  in  this  group 
totalled  12,  9 of  which  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  Of  the 
total,  9 were  due  to  nephritis  or  nephrosis  and  1 from  infections  of  the 
kidneys. 
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Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth  — No  deaths  occurred  in 

this  group.  The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  death  rate  pei 
thousand  total  births  for  the  period  1945-1970: — 


Period 

Maternal 

Death-rate 

1945-1949 

1.32 

1950-1954 

1.36 

1955-1959 

0.72 

1960-1964 

0.69 

1965 

0.00 

1966 

0.00 

1967 

0.72 

1968 

1.52 

1969 

0.00 

1970 

0.00 

Congenital  Malformations  — Of  the  10  deaths  in  this  group.  C 
occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Diseases  of  Newborn  and  Early  Infancy  — These  deaths  numbered 
21  of  which  14  were  due  to  birth  injuries,  difficult  labour  or  other 
anoxic  and  hypoxic  conditions,  3 were  due  to  causes  peculiar  to  early 
infancy  and  immaturity  and  4 were  due  to  congenital  anomalies.  The 
quinquennial  average  of  deaths  in  this  group  is  17. 

Further  information  regarding  children  under  one  year  of  age 
will  be  found  in  the  section  “Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.” 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  the  year  1970,  1,003  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
recorded  by  this  department.  This  figure  does  not  include  tuberculosis, 
venereal  disease  or  scabies.  The  total  is  224  more  than  in  1969  and 
represents  approximately  81%  of  the  quinquennial  average  of  1,235. 

Tabulated  information  regarding  infectious  diseases  is  given  in 
Tables  IV,  V,  and  VI,  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Anthrax  — Two  cases  of  anthrax  were  notified  during  1970,  com- 
pared with  one  case  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  1. 

The  first  case  was  a male  who  developed  the  symptoms  after 
working  in  his  garden  using  a bone  meal  fertiliser.  He  made  a good 
recovery. 

In  the  second  case,  a female,  the  source  of  the  infection  was  not 
traced  in  spite  of  a thorough  investigation  and  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  a number  of  samples  from  materials  with  which  the 
patient  had  been  in  contact  and  which  might  have  been  infected. 

The  active  immunisation  policy  for  workers  exposed  to  this  disease 
has  been  continued  and  its  effectiveness  is  again  demonstrated  by  the 
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fact  that  no  cases  of  anthrax  occurred  among  the  workers  in  the  local 
bone  meal  factory. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  — Two  children  in  one  family  were  con- 
firmed as  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  year.  The  quinquennial 
average  is  1. 

Dysentery  — 99  cases  of  dysentery  were  confirmed  during  1970 
compared  with  23  cases  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  63. 
During  the  routine  investigation  of  suspected  cases  and  contacts,  94 
cases  were  confirmed  as  being  infected  with  Shigella  sonnei,  5 cases 
were  infected  with  Shigella  flexneri,  and  no  specific  intestinal  pathogen 
was  isolated  from  specimens  obtained  from  a further  202  persons. 

Of  the  94  cases  in  which  Shigella  sonnei  was  the  infective  patho- 
gen, 65  were  children,  three  were  also  infected  with  Escherichia  coli 
and  one  with  a Salmonella  typhimurium  (See  under  Food  Poisoning). 
48  of  the  children  were  less  than  five  years  of  age,  six  of  these  attended 
Day  Nurseries  or  similar  establishments,  and  17  were  between  five 
and  fifteen  years  of  age  and  attended  day  schools.  Among  the  child 
cases,  8 exhibited  no  clinical  symptoms. 

Among  the  29  adults,  16  exhibited  no  clinical  symptoms  but  were 
discovered  during  the  investigation  of  family  contacts  of  known  cases. 
Six  of  the  adult  cases  were  engaged  in  the  food  handling  trades  and  of 
these  three  were  without  symptoms. 

24  of  the  confirmed  cases  occurred  in  three  outbreaks  which  in- 
volved more  than  one  household  or  family;  52  cases  occurred  in  out- 
breaks confined  to  one  household  or  family,  17  households  being  in- 
volved. The  remaining  18  patients  were  sporadic  individual  cases.  In 
this  group  one  patient  was  infected  while  on  holiday  abroad,  one  child 
was  infected  in  an  institution  outwith  the  Burgh  and  another  child 
developed  symptoms  while  returning  from  holiday  in  England. 

The  five  cases  in  which  Shigella  flexneri  was  the  causative 
organism  occurred  in  two  groups.  The  first  was  a sporadic  case 
which  was  confirmed  in  mid-October.  No  other  member  of  the  house- 
hold was  affected.  Four  members  of  a family  of  six  were  confirmed 
during  the  second  half  of  November.  No  connection  between  these  and 
the  earlier  case  was  established. 

No  common  causative  factor  was  discovered  during  the  investi- 
gation of  these  cases  and  the  spread  of  notifications  throughout  the 
year,  as  indicated  by  Table  IV,  would  appear  to  show  an  increased 
level  of  infection  in  the  community.  Possibly  the  most  important 
aspect  of  the  investigation  of  these  cases  lies  in  the  discovery  of  the 
infected  food  handlers,  particularly  those  who  were  symptomless  in- 
fective cases.  In  co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners  concerned 
these  cases  were  treated,  excluded  from  work  and  kept  under  sur- 
veillance by  this  department  until  they  were  found  to  be  free  from 
infection. 

Food  Poisoning  — 8 cases  of  infection  by  food  poisoning  organ- 
isms were  confirmed  during  1970  compared  with  45  cases  in  1969  and 
a quinquennial  average  of  18  cases.  None  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
what  would  normally  be  considered  as  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 

In  4 cases  Salmonella  typhimurium  Phage  Type  32  was  isolated. 
One  was  a sporadic  case.  The  other  3 were  members  of  one  family 
in  which  the  first  case  discovered  had  a mixed  infection  of  Salmonella 
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typhimurium  and  Shigella  sonnei.  Routine  investigation  revealed  that 
in  addition  to  the  original  case,  two  female  members  of  the  family 
were  symptom  free  excreters  of  the  Salmonella,  while  two  male  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  infected  with  Shigella  sonnei. 

Two  members  of  one  family  were  infected  with  Salmonella 
typhimurium,  Phage  Type  1 (a).  In  this  outbreak  one  patient  ex- 
hibited no  symptoms  and  three  other  family  contacts  were  not  in- 
fected. However,  the  same  organism  was  isolated  from  specimens 
obtained  from  the  family  dog. 

The  other  two  were  sporadic  cases  in  which  no  other  member  of 
the  household  or  family  was  implicated.  One  case  occurred  in  August 
and  one  in  December.  The  causative  organism  was  Salmonella  dublin. 

Measles  — 235  cases  were  notified  during  1970  compared  with  144 
in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  376.  As  in  1969.  March  and 
April  were  the  months  of  peak  incidence.  The  incidence  rate  per 
thousand  population  was  3.38. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified 
during  the  year. 

Pneumonia  — 41  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  were  recorded 
during  1970,  as  against  29  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  63. 
All  of  these  cases  were  classified  as  acute  primary  pneumonia. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  — No  case  of  puerperal 
fever  and  1 case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified  during  the  year. 
The  quinquennial  averages  are  1 and  8 respectively. 

Scarlet  Fever  — 31  cases  were  recorded  during  1970,  as  against 
69  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  70.  The  incidence  rate  was 
0.44  per  thousand  population. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  — No  cases  were  confirmed 
during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  — 66  cases  were  notified  during  1970,  as  against 
55  cases  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  85. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Medical  practitioners,  parents,  schoolmasters  and  others  intimated 
the  occurrence  of  certain  other  infectious  diseases  not  ordinarily 
notifiable  and  these  are  discussed  below.  The  figures  are  inevitably 
incomplete  but  they  provide  a reasonable  index  of  the  incidence  of 
these  diseases  in  the  Burgh. 

Chickenpox  — 97  cases  were  notified  with  the  greatest  incidence 
in  November  and  December.  In  1969,  the  total  number  of  cases  was  231 
and  the  quinquennial  average  is  303. 

German  Measles  — 127  cases  were  notified  as  against  25  in  1969 
and  a quinquennial  average  of  45. 

Mumps  — 213  cases  were  notified  as  against  89  cases  in  1969  and  a 
quinquennial  average  of  198. 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable)  — 33  cases  were  notified  as 
against  21  cases  in  1969  and  a quinquennial  average  of  29. 
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Venereal  Diseases  — The  number  of  new  cases  who  attended  local 
clinics  was  as  follows: — 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- 

Specific 

Urethritis 

Other 

Venereal 

Conditions 

Non- 

Venereal 

Conditions 

M.  F. 

M.  | F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Resident  in  the  Burgh 
— I I | 36  | 2 

Cases  attending  from  Ships; 

6 

— 

46 

2 

101 

6 

— 1 - 

39 

5 

— 

22 

— 

76 

— 

SCABIES  AND  VERMIN  INFESTATION 

During  1970  there  was  a total  of  803  attendances  at  the  local 
authority  clinics,  made  by  290  persons  for  treatment  of  verminous 
conditions.  Of  these,  27  men,  31  women  and  223  children  suffered 
from  scabies.  Nine  others,  3 men,  2 women  and  4 children  were 
treated  for  lice  infestation. 

Comparative  figures  for  scabies  treated  in  past  years  are: — 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

1961 

37 

43 

136 

216 

1962 

42 

46 

143 

231 

1963 

60 

74 

193 

327 

1964 

72 

97 

221 

390 

1965 

47 

67 

196 

310 

1966 

50 

67 

185 

302 

1967 

34 

55 

156 

245 

1968 

50 

80 

251 

381 

1969 

49 

52 

184 

285 

1970 

27 

31 

223 

281 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

Bacteriological  reports  on  specimens  from  the  following  sources 
and  examined  by  the  Bacteriological  Service  of  the  Western  Regional 
Hospital  Board  have  been  intimated  to  this  department: — 


Gateside  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  32 

Larkfield  Hospital  4 

Greenock  Royal  Infirmary 4 

Private  Practitioners  20 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  •••  773 

Shelley  Road  Laboratory  8 


Total  841 


E 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


SMALLPOX 

Parents  of  newborn  infants  are  informed  by  letter  and  by  the 
Health  Visitor  in  their  area,  of  the  advisability  of  having  their  children 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  the  second  year  of  life.  Facilities 
for  vaccination  are  readily  available  either  at  the  surgery  of  the  family 
doctor,  or  at  one  of  the  Local  Authority  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  In  all. 
1102  vaccinations  were  performed  in  1970,  viz: — 

P.H.D.  G.P.’s  Total 

Primary  267  245  512 

Re-vaccination  22  568  590 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND 

TETANUS 

Since  1959,  protection  against  the  above  three  diseases  has  been 
effected  in  the  main  by  the  use  of  a triple  vaccine.  The  revised  Sche- 
dule of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Procedures  recommended  by 
the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department  in  October,  1968,  was  in 
operation,  and  in  terms  of  this  Schedule  a booster  dose  against  tetanus 
and  poliomyelitis  was  given  to  those  pupils  aged  14  years  and  over 
who  had  completed  their  primary  course.  During  the  year  there  were 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  tetanus  within  the  Burgh. 

Number  of  children  immunised: — 


P.H.D. 

G.P.’s 

Total 

Diphtheria /Tetanus 

348 

10 

358 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  Booster 

1881 

7 

1888 

Triple  Vaccine  

570 

82 

652 

Triple  Vaccine  Booster 

8 

17 

25 

Tetanus  

1127 

— 

1127 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Protection  against  Poliomyelitis  continued  to  be  effected  by  the 
use  of  the  Sabin  oral  vaccine.  A primary  course  of  vaccination  consists 
of  three  doses  of  oral  vaccine  administered  at  suitable  intervals.  This 
is  usually  carried  out  at  one  of  the  Local  Authority  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  commencing  at  the  age  of  about  3 months.  Booster  doses  of 
vaccine  are  given  as  appropriate. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1225  received  their  first  doses  of  Polio- 
myeletis  Vaccine,  1058  their  second.  814  their  third  and  1211  received 
their  fourth  dose. 

For  the  twelfth  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
occurred  within  the  Burgh. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  MEASLES 

A live  attenuated  vaccine  giving  protection  against  measles  became 
available  in  May,  1968,  through  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Depart- 
ment who  commended  its  use  in  susceptible  children  up  to  15  years  of 
age.  During  1970,  879  such  children  were  immunised. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  RUBELLA  (German  Measles) 

Notification  was  received  from  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  that  vaccination  against  Rubella  should,  as  a matter  of 
public  policy,  be  offered  to  all  girls  between  their  eleventh  and 
fourteenth  birthdays,  but  that  priority  be  given  to  older  girls,  i.e.  those 
in  their  fourteenth  year  and  to  be  in  operation  by  1st  September,  1970. 

Immediate  action  was  taken  to  implement  this  instruction  and  the 
full  Schools  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  programme  was  replanned 
accordingly  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  a National  Campaign  which 
was  planned  for  early  in  September.  However,  it  very  soon  became 
apparent  that  sufficient  vaccine  was  not  available  to  carry  out  the 
programme  as  envisaged  — the  National  Campaign  did  not  materialize 
but  despite  these  difficulties  the  Department  was  eventually  able  to 
vaccinate  443  girls  in  their  fourteenth  year  who  had  not  previously 
suffered  an  attack  of  German  measles  and  for  whom  consent  to 
vaccinate  was  received. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  this  disease  was  introduced  to  the 
Burgh  early  in  1950  and  is  now  a well-established  feature  of  the 
campaign  against  tuberculosis.  Initially  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  only 
offered  where  appropriate,  to  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
Early  in  1952  the  scheme  was  extended  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  was 
offered  to  children  of  school  leaving  age,  showing  a mantoux  negative 
reaction.  Towards  the  end  of  1954  the  scheme  was  further  extended  to 
include  children  under  the  age  of  one  year.  The  subject  is  discussed  in 
greater  detail  in  the  chapter  headed  “Prevention  of  Illness  — Care  and 
After  Care.” 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

The  ante-natal  clinics  situated  in  the  various  areas  of  the  Burgh 
again  provided  a service  to  expectant  mothers  attending  the  local 
authority  and  hospital  clinic  sessions.  In  addition  to  routine  medical 
ante-natal  supervision,  all  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  attending 
these  clinics  were  advised  to  attend  their  own  dentist  for  inspection 
and  treatment  if  necessary.  Instruction  in  Mothercraft  and  Relaxation 
Exercises  is  given  to  expectant  mothers  attending  these  clinics.  Films 
and  filmstrips  on  relevant  subjects  such  as  feeding  baby,  bathing  baby, 
normal  development,  etc.,  were  shown  throughout  the  year. 

A maternity  outfit  and  supply  of  disinfectant  were  issued  free  of 
charge  to  each  expectant  mother  one  month  before  domiciliary  confine- 
ment. The  majority  of  post-natal  examinations  carried  out  during  the 
year  took  place  at  the  hospital  clinic  sessions  as  those  mothers  con- 
fined at  home  generally  attended  their  own  doctor  for  post-natal 
examination. 

Ante-natal  Clinics 

Number  of  Local  Authority  clinic  premises 

operating  at  the  end  of  the  year  5 

Total  number  of  women  who  attended  ...  ...  1401 

Total  number  of  attendances  5376 
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Maternal.  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  pregnancy 

or  confinement  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Maternal  death-rate  0.00 


CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Corporation’s  Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  in  full  operation 
during  1970.  Their  function  has  been  the  prevention  of  illness  and 
the  early  detection  of  defects  in  infants  and  young  children. 

Advice  regarding  feeding  problems  and  infant  care  in  general  was 
given  to  the  mothers  attending  the  clinics.  Minor  ailments  only  were 
treated  in  the  clinics;  any  defect  of  a more  serious  nature  was  referred 
to  the  family  doctor  and  on  occasion  to  a hospital  consultant  for 
further  investigation  and  treatment.  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Smallpox 
vaccination,  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and 
Tetanus,  Measles  and  Poliomyelitis  vaccination,  were  also  provided 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Mental  Deficiency — Screening  for  Phenylketonuria 

Since  April,  1968,  the  Guthrie  blood  test  method  of  screening  for 
phenylketonuria  was  used.  This  is  a more  sensitive  test  than  that 
(Phenistix)  which  it  replaced. 

At  Risk  Register 

This  register  is  kept  up-to-date  from  information  received  from 
hospitals,  general  practitioners  and  our  own  medical  and  nursing  staff. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Number  of  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 

at  the  end  of  the  year 5 

Number  of  children  who  attended  clinics  during  the 
year  and  were: — 

(a)  born  in  1970  840 

(b)  born  in  1965/69  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  by 
children: — 

(a)  born  in  1970  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,825 

(b)  born  in  1965/69  6.462 


Diagnostic  Clinics  for  Special  Defects  in  Pre-School  Children 

These  Special  Clinics  which  assist  in  the  early  detection  of 
mental  and  physical  handicaps  in  pre-school  children  and  offer  advice 
and  support  to  the  parents  of  the  children  affected,  have  continued 
successfully. 

Special  sessions  have  been  held  for  the  routine  examination  of 
toddlers  with  emphasis  on  development  and  on  the  ascertainment  of 
handicaps. 

During  1970,  350  toddlers  were  tested  in  this  manner. 

Referrals  were  made  to  Speech  Therapists,  Educational  Psycho- 
logists, the  Otologist  and  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  employed  by  the 
Education  Authority  wherever  necessary. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

In  1970  an  average  of  13  Health  Visitors  were  employed,  in- 
cluding two  by  the  Greenock  District  Nursing  Association. 

Mental  Health  after-care  duties  were  taken  over  by  the  Social 
Work  Department  in  November,  1970.  Talks  by  Health  Visitors  on 
Mothercraft  and  Hygiene  commenced  at  Gateside  Prison  during  the 
year,  and  the  Mothercraft  classes  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  continued 
with  staff  from  the  Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  together  with  the  Health 
Visitors  of  this  department. 

Five  Health  Visitors  attended  courses  in  Edinburgh  and  all 
nursing  personnel  took  part  in  General  Nurse  Training  Secondment  of 
Students  from  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 


Number  Total 

Group  Visited 

Visited 

Visits 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

6 

9 

(b)  Children  born  in  1970 

1,818 

12,239 

(c)  Children  born  in  1969  ...  

1,452 

8,399 

(d)  Children  born  in  1965-68  ... 

3,725 

14,387 

(e)  Tuberculosis  cases 

163 

439 

(f)  Accidents  in  the  Home 

79 

99 

(g)  Senior  Citizens 

2 

20 

(h)  Infectious  Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

2 

8 

(i)  Other  Cases: — 

Mental  Health  Care  and  After  Care  . . . 

127 

999 

Other  Hospital  Care  and  After  Care  . . . 

1 

1 

Problem  Families  

12 

121 

Housing 

68 

143 

7,455 

36,864 

Number  of  infants  at  age  6 months  found  to  be: — 

(a)  Breast  Fed 

46 

(b)  Partially  Breast  Fed  

25 

(c)  Artificially  Fed 

1,031 

HOME  NURSING 

The  following  tables  give  the  record  of  patients  and 

visits  in 

1970: — 

Number  of  new  patients  nursed  in  1 970 

568 

Number  of  patients  carried  forward  from  1969 

235 

Total  number  of  cases  attended  

803 

Number  of  visits  paid  

26,942 

Included  in  above  figures: — 

Number  of  patients  over  65  years  nursed  . . . 

548 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  over  65  years 

... 

19,858 

Number  of  Tuberculosis  patients  nursed  . . . 

...  , - 

5 

Number  of  visits  to  Tuberculosis  patients 

• ••  r 

250 

F 
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Nature  of  new  cases  nursed: — 

Medical  

Surgical  

Gynaecological  

Articles  of  Equipment  on  Loan  during  1970 


440 

124 

4 

586 


MARIE  CURIE  MEMORIAL  FOUNDATION 
DAY  AND  NIGHT  NURSING  SERVICES 

Under  this  scheme  10  seriously  ill  patients  suffering  from  malignant 
disease  were  attended  by  Nurses  and  nursing  assistants  employed  for 
this  purpose.  The  service  was  much  appreciated  by  patients  and 
relatives: — 

Number  of  recipients  from  Welfare  Fund  ...  ...  1 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

Six  midwives  were  employed  during  1970,  four  directly  by  the 
Corporation  and  two  by  Greenock  District  Nursing  Association. 

The  number  of  domiciliary  births  continued  to  fall  and  to  com- 
pensate for  this  the  services  of  the  Midwives  were  utilised,  after 
carrying  out  their  normal  duties,  by  their  attendance  at  Child  Welfare 
Clinics,  Cervical  Cytology  Clinics,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
sessions  in  the  schools  and  on  Home  Nursing  duties. 

Pupil  midwives  from  Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  attended  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  part  of  their  training  and  the  midwives  took 
part  in  a general  nurse  training  programme. 

The  total  number  of  domiciliary  births  in  Greenock  during  1970 
was  25. 

The  following  are  some  relevant  figures  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme:— 

Number  of  Ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  550 

Number  of  Post-natal  visits  (routine)  ...  ...  ...  986 

The  following  is  a table  of  domiliciary  births  classified  to  show 
nature  of  attendance  at  birth: — 


Number  of  Domiciliary  con- 
finements attended  by  Mid- 
wife under  National  Health 
Service  arrangements 

No.  of  Hospital 
(including  pri- 
vate maternity 
home)  booked 
cases  where 
ante-natal  care 
was  carried 
out  by  the 
domiciliary 
midwife. 

No.  of  cases 
delivered  in 
hospitals  and 
other  institu- 
tions but  dis- 
charged and 
attended  by 
domiciliary 
midwife. 

Doctor 

not 

booked 

Doctor 

booked 

Total 

Doctor  in 
atten- 
dance 
at  birth 

— 

25 

25 

2 

5 

370 
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CARE  OF  PREMATURE  BABIES 

All  premature  babies  born  in  the  district  were  removed  to  Rankin 
Memorial  Hospital  Premature  Baby  Unit. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  during  the  year  1970  was  83  (40 
males,  43  females).  This  was  2 less  than  the  number  in  1969.  The 
quinquennial  average  is  88.  As  in  the  past,  assistance  was  given  to 
unmarried  expectant  mothers  by  arranging  for  hospital  confinement 
if  the  home  conditions  were  not  satisfactory. 

STILLBIRTHS 

The  number  of  stillbirths  in  Greenock  (corrected  for  transfers)  12 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Stillbirth  rate  for  Scotland  per  1,000  total  births 14 


CAUSES  OF  STILLBIRTHS 


1 

Causes  pre-existing  at  birth 

Hazards  of  Birth 

1 

Foetal  Abnormality 

Maternal,  Placental  & 
Foetal  Conditions 

Breech 

Anencephalus  ...  2 

A.P.H 3 

Presentation  ...  1 

Multiple 
Congenital 
Malformations  1 

Other  Causes  ...  5 

Total  — 1 

Total  — 3 

Total  — 8 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Number  of  deaths  of  . infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  old  (neo-natal  deaths)  22 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  between  one  month  and  twelve 

months  (post  neo-natal  deaths) 15 


Infant  Mortality 

Neo-natal 

Post 

Neo-natal 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Greenock 

32 

19 

13 

Scotland 

20 

13 

7 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  Greenock 
and  Scotland  from  1944  to  1970  and  as  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  is 
composed  of  two  groups  (a)  neo-natal  deaths;  and  (b)  post  neo-natal 
deaths,  the  table  has  been  extended  to  show  comparative  figures  of 
these  groups  for  Greenock  and  Scotland: — 


Year 

Inf 

Mortali 

ant 

:y  Rate 

Neo- 

Mortali 

natal 
:y  Rate 

Post  n 
Mortal 

eo-natal 
ity  Rate 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

1944 

81 

65 

33 

33 

48 

32 

1945 

74 

56 

34 

28 

40 

28 

1946 

62 

54 

35 

30 

27 

24 

1947 

64 

56 

32 

28.5 

32 

27.5 

1948 

61 

45 

27 

25 

34 

20 

1949 

52 

41 

26 

23 

26 

18 

1950 

48 

39 

23 

23 

25 

16 

1951 

36 

37 

22 

22 

14 

15 

1952 

36 

35 

13 

22 

23 

13 

1963 

34 

31 

26 

19 

8 

12 

1954 

43 

31 

26 

21 

17 

10 

1955 

37 

30 

22 

20 

15 

10 

1956 

41 

29 

27 

19 

14 

10 

1957 

33 

29 

20 

20 

13 

9 

1958 

36 

28 

21 

19 

15 

9 

1959 

36 

28 

24 

J 9 

11 

9 

1960 

31 

26 

27 

18 

4 

8 

1961 

27 

26 

22 

18 

5 

8 

1962 

33 

27 

21 

18 

12 

9 

1963 

24 

26 

16 

17 

8 

9 

1964 

24 

24 

15 

16.4 

9 

7.6 

1965 

24 

23 

18 

16 

0 

7 

1966 

27 

23 

18 

15 

9 

8 

1967 

18 

21 

9 

14 

9 

7 

1968 

21 

21 

14 

13 

7 

8 

1909 

25 

21 

17 

13 

8 

8 

1970 

32 

20 

19 

13 

13 

7 

23 


Causes  of  Death  and  Age  at  Death  of  Infants  under  4 weeks. 


Time  of  Death 

Certified  Cause 
of  Death 

Within 
24  hrs. 

1-7 

days 

1 - 2 
weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

Prematurity  ... 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Congenital  Malformation  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Infancy: — ... 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Asphyxia  neonatorum  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Aspiration  pneumonitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ... 
Congenital  cytomegalic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

virus  infection 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Foetal  anoxia  ...  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Respiratory  arrest  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Subdural  haemorrhage  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Total  Deaths 

12 

9 

1 

— 

22 

All  these  deaths  occurred  in  Hospital 


Causes  of  death  and  Age  at  Death  of  infants  under  1 year  old 


Certified  Cause 
of  Death 

Neo-Natal 

Post 

Neo-Natal 

Total 

Prematurity  

8 

— 

8 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

3 

8 

Respiratory  

— 

5 

5 

Other  diseases  of  Infancy 

9 

7 

16 

Total  

22 

15 

37 

Of  the  Post  Neo-natal  deaths  8 occurred  in  Hospital  and  7 at  home. 
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WELFARE  FOODS 

The  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  There  were  six  fixed  centres  as  follows: — 
Health  Department  Office,  Wellpark  Clinic,  Craigieknowes  Clinic, 
Hillend  Clinic,  Rankin  Park  Clinic  and  Elizabeth  Martin  Clinic. 


The  quantities  supplied  during  1969  and  1970  were  as  follows: — 


Food 

1969 

1970 

National  Dried  Milk  (packets) 

9,970 

7,644 

Orange  Juice  (bottles) 

21,146 

22,479 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles) 

1,673 

1,412 

Vitamins  A and  D (packets) 

669 

751 

PREVENTION  OF 

ILLNESS, 

CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  1970  the  Health  Department  continued  its  efforts 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  and  to  aid  those  who  suffer  from 
this  disease. 

The  number  of  new  cases  confirmed  as  suffering  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  was  26  of  whom  17  were  males  and  9 females. 

The  peak  incidence  occurred  in  males  over  45  years  of  age.  In 
females  the  peak  incidence  was  between  35  and  45  years. 


TABLE  A — Figures  for  confirmed  new  cases  for  the  period  1955-1970: — 


Year 

Respiratory 

Non-Respi 

1955 

106 

20 

1956 

87 

10 

1957 

71 

15 

1958 

107 

10 

1959 

60 

10 

1960 

45 

5 

1961 

35 

11 

1962 

46 

7 

1963 

40 

7 

1964 

27 

4 

1965 

31 

10 

1966 

35 

6 

1967 

20 

6 

1968 

29 

2 

1969 

31 

— 

1970 

26 

3 

25 


TABLE  B 


The  number  of  cases  confirmed  during  1970  classified  by  age  groups 
and  site  of  diseases: — 


1 

Age 

Groups 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

*c3 

4-1 

to 

thC'» 

-3  ” 

a ^ 

-o 

o 

Qj 

*0 

-ri  t-* 
>5  ^ 

d 3 

■§1 

5 

c v- 
a ^3 

5 v 

a 

5 « 

rf  rQ 

C rt 
rt  > 

to  c 

to  c 

1C  c 

to  c 

to  c 

to  2- 

Form 

Sex 

to  3 

3 

Cl  3 

CO  3 

^ 3 

to  3 

CO  3 

Respiratory  .... 

(M. 

l 

5 

2 

4 

5 

17 

(f- 

— 

— 

— 

l 

2 

2 

i 

1 

2 

9 

Total  Respiratory  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

7 

3 

5 

7 

26 

|M. 

Abdominal  .... 

(f. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningeal 

IM. 

IF. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

IM. 

IF. 

Bones  and  Joints 

IM. 

IF. 

— 

— 

IM. 

Superficial  Glands  .... 

If. 

Genito-Urinary  Organs 

If 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

IM 

Other  Organs 

{ F. 

Non-Respiratory  Total 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

TABLE  C 

Classification  by  age  and  sex  of  total  number  of  verified  cases  of 
tuberculosis  known  to  have  their  homes  within  the  Burgh: — 


Form 

Sex 

Under  1 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  35 

35  and 
under  45 

45  and 
under  55 

55  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Total 

IM. 

_ 



4 

20 

29 

46 

47 

63 

37 

246 

Respiratory 

— 

— 

8 

19 

27 

66 

39 

19 

13 

190 

IM. 

3 

6 

8 

5 

3 

25 

Non-  Respiratory 

• |f. 

— 

— 

2 

3 

4 

9 

6 

3 

3 

30 

Total 

— 

— 

14 

45 

66 

128 

97 

88 

53 

491 

26 


TABLE  D 

Classification  of  cases  resident  within  the  Burgh  who  received 
institutional  treatment  during  the  year: — 


Age  Groups 

In  hospital 
on 

Jan  1st 

Admitted 

during 

year 

Discharged 

during 

year 

Died 

in 

hospital 

In  hospital 
on 

Dec  31st 

Under  15  years — 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 44  years — 

M. 

1 

7 

8 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

10 

9 

— 

3 

45  vears  and  over — 

M. 

5 

8 

9 

2 

2 

F. 

o 

3 

4 

1 

Total 

10 

28 

30 

3 

5 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Infants  — All  parents  in  the  Burgh  are  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination 
for  their  newly  born  children  and  this  is  carried  out  regularly  at  the 
Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  where  a member  of  the  medical  staff  of 
this  department  carries  out  such  vaccinations  twice  a week.  During 
1970,  1645  infants  were  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis  at  the  hospital 
of  which  1004  were  babies  whose  mothers  were  normally  resident 
within  the  Burgh.  The  remaining  611  babies  vaccinated  were  born  to 
mothers  residing  outwith  the  Burgh  and  in  each  case  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  their  home  area  was  notified.  The  parents  of 
infants  born  at  home  are  advised  that  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  desirable 
and  is  available  at  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics.  During 
the  year,  30  babies  were  vaccinated  in  this  way. 

Other  Groups  — B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  “High  Risk" 
groups  in  the  population,  i.e.  nurses,  medical  students,  and  contacts 
of  known  cases.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  school  children  in  the 
age  group  13-15  years,  who  are  collectively  known  as  “School  Leavers.” 

In  all  cases,  other  than  infants  under  the  age  of  two  months. 
B.C.G.  vaccination  is  preceded  by  Mantoux  testing  and  negative 
reactors  are  offered  vaccination. 
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Full  details  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

TABLE  E 


Group 

Tuberculin 

tested 

Negative 

re-actors 

Vaccinated 
during  1970 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(1)  Nurses  

(2)  Medical  Students  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Contacts  

32 

34 

17 

18 

7 

9 

(4)  Special  Groups  not 
included  in  (1)  to 
(3)  above: — 

(a)  School  leavers 

536 

589 

315 

396 

345 

396 

(b)  Infant  Scheme 

— 

— 

— 

— 

839 

806 

(5)  Others  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

(6)  Totals 

569 

624 

362 

415 

1192 

1212 

Table  F — Percentage  of  school  leavers  mantoux  positive,  Greenock 
compared  to  the  whole  of  Scotland  (1956-1970): — 


Year 

Greenock 

Scotland 

1956 

36.6% 

28% 

1957 

31.4% 

27% 

1958 

41.7% 

26% 

1959 

39.1% 

20% 

1960 

33.0% 

19% 

1961 

25.6% 

18% 

1962 

18.0% 

18% 

1963 

18.7% 

17% 

1964 

13.5% 

16% 

1965 

19.5% 

17% 

1966 

18.3% 

17% 

1967 

25.3% 

17% 

1968 

28,3% 

16% 

1969 

29.9% 

17% 

1970 

29.8% 

Not  availat 

As  many  children  now  being  tested  had  B.C.G.  vaccination  in 
infancy,  the  percentage  giving  tuberculin  positive  reactions  is  increasing 
and  can  no  longer  be  accepted  as  a measure  of  probable  tuberculosis  in 
the  community. 


Those  school  leavers  who  showed  a positive  mantoux  reaction  were 

given  a chest  X-ray.  The  results  of  the  X-ray  of 
follows: — 

these  children  were  as 

No  abnormality 

302 

A healed  primary  lesion  

— 

Lesions  requiring  further  examination 

1 

Defaulters  

...  ' ...  12 

315 
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Contact  Tracing 

Whenever  a new  case  o£  Tuberculosis  is  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  home  is  visited  by  a Health  Visitor  and  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  Mantoux  testing  of  child  contacts  up  to  school 
leaving  age  and  chest  X-ray  of  all  other  members  of  the  lamily  and 
also  close  family  contacts.  Negative  reactors  to  the  Tuberculin  test  are 
offered  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Where  a previously  unsuspected  case  of 
Tuberculosis  is  discovered  by  this  method  of  contact  tracing,  arrange- 
ments for  treatment  are  made.  Where  it  appears  that  the  new  case  of 
open  tuberculosis  has  been  working  in  surroundings  or  circumstances 
which  might  carry  a risk  to  other  persons  at  the  same  place  of  work, 
the  management  concerned  is  contacted  and  arrangements  are  made 
for  the  X-ray  examination  of  all  who  have  been  working  in  contact 
with  the  patient. 

Re-housing 

Where  a case  of  tuberculosis  occurs  in  an  overcrowded  household, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  recommend  rehousing  to  a larger 
house.  The  purpose  of  such  recommendation  is  to  allow  a tuberculous 
person  to  have  a room  to  himself  or  herself  whereby  the  risk  of  spread 
of  the  infection  to  persons  who  might  otherwise  have  to  sleep  in  close 
proximity  to  the  case  is  reduced. 

SMOKING  AND  HEALTH 

Cigarette  smoking  is  a contributory  factor  in  the  causation  of  not 
only  lung  cancer  and  bronchitis  but  also  arterial  thrombosis,  all  of 
which  bring  about  much  ill  health  and  an  earlier  death  than  would 
otherwise  be  expected  from  the  normal  process  of  ageing.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  the  general  health  of  heavy  cigarette  smokers  is 
greatly  improved  by  a reduction  in  the  number  consumed  and  pre- 
ferably by  total  abstinence. 

As  part  of  this  department’s  contribution  to  Health  Education, 
posters  illustrating  the  hazard  to  health  of  cigarette  smoking  are  dis- 
played in  the  Clinics  and  Schools  throughout  the  Burgh,  and  leaflets 
on  this  subject  are  made  available  in  appropriate  premises.  During 
March  and  April  a major  distribution  of  leaflets,  posters,  etc.  was 
made  to  all  Factories,  Churches,  Secondary  Schools,  Surgeries  and 
Public  Offices. 

EPILEPSY:  CEREBRAL  PALSY 

Arrangements  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  persons  suffering 
from  the  above  conditions  have  continued  as  in  previous  years. 
Children  under  school  age  are  referred  by  their  own  doctor  to  con- 
sultants or  suitable  clinics  for  treatment.  School  children  are  under 
regular  observation  by  the  school  medical  officers.  On  leaving  school, 
appropriate  information  is  made  available  to  the  local  youth  employ- 
ment officer  to  assist  in  placing  handicapped  persons  in  suitable 
employment. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Department  continued  throughout  1970  to  instruct  the  public 
in  the  maintenance  of  good  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease.  Advice 
is  given  as  and  when  the  occasion  presents  itself  — by  the  Doctors 
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in  the  Clinics  and  in  the  Schools:  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  Homes 
and  Clinics  and  by  the  Nurses  in  the  Schools.  Appropriate  publicity 
material  was  displayed  in  the  Department,  its  clinics  and  elsewhere. 

The  co-operation  of  the  public  was  constantly  sought  in  immunis- 
ing procedures  designed  to  increase  their  own  and  their  children’s 
resistance  to  the  dangerous  diseases,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  measles  and  rubella. 


PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 

The  Department  maintains  a continuous  effort  to  keep  the  public 
reminded  of  the  dangers  existing  in  the  home,  especially  to  the  aged 
and  the  very  young.  Posters  and  leaflets,  supplied  by  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  were  prominently  displayed  in  clinics, 
and  throughout  the  Department  itself,  while  a suitable  selection  was 
sent  to  general  practitioners  for  display  in  their  surgeries. 

Particulars  are  supplied  to  this  Department  by  outside  agencies,  in 
particular  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary,  re  Home  Accidents.  Home 
visits  are  paid  by  Health  Visitors  with  a view  to  educate  and  so 
prevent  such  accidents. 

CHIROPODY 

The  Chiropody  Clinic  operated  by  the  Corporation  for  persons  of 
pensionable  age  in  the  Burgh  has  been  working  to  full  capacity  during 
1970.  Treatment  was  provided  for  elderly  people  on  6,186  occasions  by 
the  staff  of  two  full-time  Chiropodists. 


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 

The  cervical  cytology  service  continued  during  1970.  During  the 
year  547  smears  were  examined.  Those  women  whose  smears  were 
suspicious  or  unsatisfactory  were  kept  under  review.  No  positive 
smear  has  so  far  come  to  light.  In  all  cases  the  patient  and  the 
patient’s  general  practitioner  are  informed  of  the  results  of  the  test. 

This  service  could  be  of  considerable  benefit  from  a health  point 
of  view  and  it  would  be  encouraging  to  see  more  women  making  use 
of  the  facilities  offered. 

FAMILY  PLANNING 

During  1970,  this  Corporation  continued  to  provide  free  use  of 
Wellpark  Clinic  to  the  Family  Planning  Association  for  a weekly  clinic 
and,  in  addition,  provided  a monetary  grant. 

Accommodation  is  also  provided  for  a weekly  session  by  a local 
unit  functioning  under  the  Catholic  Marriage  Advisory  Council. 


PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

As  anticipated  1970  brought  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  work 
of  the  Port  Health  Department.  During  the  year  the  staff  of  the  Port 
Health  Authority  dealt  with  430  ships,  compared  with  247  in  1969  and 
226  in  1968.  Of  the  ships  dealt  with  during  1970,  249  arrived  direct 
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from  the  oceans,  90  from  other  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom,  72  from 
European  continental  ports,  10  were  newly  constructed  and  9 were 
estuarial  vessels.  246  of  these  ships  were  sailing  under  foreign  colours, 
the  countries  of  registration  being: — 


1970 

1969 

1968 

West  Germany  

106 

10 

4 

U.S.A 

33 

37 

2 

Norway 

28 

34 

36 

Sweden  

25 

8 

4 

Liberia 

15 

10 

11 

Holland  

8 

3 

4 

Greece  

6 

10 

5 

France  

5 

— 

2 

Italy  

4 

4 

— 

Kuwait  

4 

1 

1 

U.S.S.R 

4 

1 

1 

Singapore  

2 

— 

— 

Finland,  Guinea,  India,  Eire,  Poland 

South  Africa  (1  each)  

6 

— 

— 

246 

131 

81 

In  recent  years,  since  the  closure  of  the  Glasgow  Port  Health 
Boarding  Station  at  Greenock,  a certain  number  of  the  ships  dealt 
with  by  this  department  were  ships  destined  for  other  Clyde  ports, 
e.g.  Glasgow  and  Finnart.  Ships  anchoring  at  the  Tail-of-the-Bank  for 
these  ports  are  cleared  by  H.M.  Customs  Officers  from  Greenock  and 
it  is  the  practice  in  such  cases  to  refer  any  Port  Health  problems  to 
Greenock  Port  Health  Department  for  action  or  advice  regardless  of 
the  final  destination  of  the  ship. 

Six  of  the  ocean  going  vessels  were  liners  or  school  cruise  ships 
of  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company.  From  these,  and 
other  ships,  3,340  passengers  were  landed  of  whom  3,299  were  British 
and  41  aliens. 

Nine  cases  of  illness  were  encountered,  one  of  an  infectious 
nature  but  not  quarantinable. 

Apart  from  all  ports  in  Africa,  which  are  treated  as  endemic  for 
smallpox,  3 ships  arrived  in  Greenock  direct  from  the  smallpox  infected 
ports  at  Bombay  (2)  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  one  ship  from  the  cholera 
infected  port  of  Monrovia.  Smallpox  and  cholera  are  still  present  in 
these  areas  and  in  the  Far  East  generally.  During  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1970  there  were  widespread  outbreaks  of  cholera  through- 
out the  Middle  East  and  in  North  and  West  Africa.  A West  German 
vessel  arriving  from  an  infected  North  African  Port  reported  that  one 
of  its  crew  was  ill.  The  ship  had  a crew  of  14  and  5 passengers  in 
transit.  The  ship  was  boarded  by  a Medical  Officer  of  the  department 
who  found  that  the  sick  man  was  not  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  a local  hospital.  Twelve  of  the 
persons  on  board  who  did  not  hold  valid  international  certificates  of 
vaccination  against  smallpox  were  vaccinated. 

Surveillance  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  was  maintained  on  19 
persons  who  landed  at  Greenock  and  2 others  who  arrived  in  Greenock 
through  other  United  Kingdom  sea  or  airports  from  smallpox  infected 
areas  and  who  did  not  hold  valid  vaccination  certificates.  Notifications 
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for  this  purpose  were  made  to  other  Local  Health  Authorities  in  the 
cases  of  6 passengers  who  disembarked  at  Greenock  and  travelled  to 
destinations  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Five  ships  crews,  two  from 
Bombay  and  three  from  Hong  Kong  who  arrived  by  air  to  join  ships 
at  Greenock  were  kept  under  surveillance  locally. 

Appropriate  medical  arrangements  in  accordance  with  the  statutory 
requirements  were  made  for  7 long-stay  immigrants  who  arrived  in 
Greenock  from  Hong  Kong,  India  and  Pakistan.  The  boarding  Port 
Medical  Officers  also  examined  Commonwealth  and  Alien  Immigrants 
arriving  at  Greenock,  by  ship,  when  requested  by  H.M.  Immigration 
Officers. 

Four  ships  arrived  at  Greenock  with  invalid  deratting  or  deratting 
exemption  certificates.  Three  were  permitted  to  proceed  to  their  home 
ports  and  one  was  dealt  with  locally.  46  deratting  exemption  certifi- 
cates were  granted  following  inspections,  including  12  to  newly  built 
ships.  During  the  routine  rodent  inspection  of  a ship  which  had  arrived 
from  the  West  Indies  a minor  rat  infestation  was  discovered.  Treat- 
ment by  trapping  and  baiting  was  carried  out  and  the  ship  was 
allowed  to  proceed  to  its  next  port.  The  Port  Health  Authority  con- 
cerned was  warned  and  subsequently  confirmed  that  the  infestation  had 
been  eradicated.  Two  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  under 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order, 
1966.  Other  shipping  work  included  the  inspection  and  treatment 
where  necessary  of  estuarial  vessels  exempt  from  carrying  certificates. 

Following  surveys  of  ships’  provisions  by  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Ships 
Provisions,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  disposal  of  some  930  lbs. 
of  unsound  food,  mainly  flour  and  cereals.  In  the  ships  concerned  the 
storage  spaces  were  inspected  following  cleansing  and  disinfestation. 
The  services  of  the  Department  were  requested  by  a ship  in  which  the 
Asiatic  members  of  the  crew  were  alleging  that  the  meat  provided  for 
them  was  unfit.  All  the  “Mohammedan-killed”  meat  in  the  ship  was 
inspected  and  was  certified  as  being  fit  for  human  consumption. 

The  volume  of  work  in  the  Department  resulting  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Clydeport  Container  Terminal  has  grown  steadily  throughout 
the  year  and  is  still  increasing.  Traffic  was  heavy  in  March  when 
ships  were  diverted  from  Manchester  to  Greenock  and  also  in  May. 
In  addition  to  the  routine  Port  Health  duties  in  connection  with  ships 
arriving  at  the  port,  the  implementation  of  the  Imported  Foods  (Scot- 
land) Regulations,  1968.  in  respect  of  containerised  food  imports  has 
significantly  increased  the  work  of  the  department,  both  administra- 
tively and  clerically.  This  work  has  necessitated  the  constant  avail- 
ability of  appropriate  administrative  and  professional  staff.  The 
assistance  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  making  such  staff  avail- 
able during  holiday  periods  is  appreciated.  The  efficient  operation  of 
the  Regulations  depends  to  a great  extent,  on  an  effective  liaison 
between  this  department,  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise,  H.M.  Immigration 
Office,  the  Clyde  Port  Authority,  the  Agents  of  the  various  shipping 
lines  involved  and  importers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  This 
has  been  established  and  is  working  smoothly. 

During  1970,  189  ships  which  berthed  at  the  terminal  discharged 
some  6,959  full  containers.  Of  these,  1,411  which  contained  food  were 
dealt  with  under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations.  For  this  purpose, 
761  notifications  were  made  to  other  Public  Health  Authorities  in 
respect  of  food  containers  which  were  forwarded  from  this  port 
without  examination. 
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FOOD  SUPPLY 

Mr  A.  M.  M.  Connell,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information: — 

Milk  and  Dairies 

There  is  only  one  dairy  farm  registered  within  the  Burgh. 

The  registered  dairies  within  the  Burgh  now  number  146  a de- 
crease of  14  compared  with  1969. 

In  addition  samples  were  taken  from  other  sources  totalling  293 
as  follows: — 

Pasteurising  Establishments,  12;  Wholesale  and  Retail  Premises. 
220;  Schools,  26;  Hospitals,  Clinics,  Canteens,  etc.,  19;  and  Vehicles,  16. 


Further  details  of  the  samples  were  as  follows: — 


Grade 

of 

Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

No. 

Satis. 

No. 

Unsat. 

Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

High 

Bact. 

Count 

Coliform 

Organ- 

isms 

2 or 
more 
tests 

Standard 

25 

21 

4 

1 



3 

Premium 

23 

13 

10 

6 

•> 

O 

1 

Pasteurised 

245 

207 

38 

— 

37 

1 

Total 

293 

241 

52 

7 

40 

5 

Ice  Cream 

Samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
with  the  following  results: — 


Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Coliform 

Organisms 

High 

Bacterial 

Count 

Coliform 

Organisms 

and 

High  Bact. 
Count 

50 

32 

18 

7 

2 

9 

FOOD  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD 

In  all  during  the  year  there  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  36  complaints  alleging  that  certain  articles  of  food  were  un- 
sound and  unfit  for  human  consumption,  viz: — 3 to  aerated  waters,  2 to 
mince,  2 to  sausage  rolls,  2 to  baby  food.  2 to  meat  pies  and  1 each  to 
bacon,  chips,  pork  pie,  cream  confectionery  cones,  creamed  rice,  dump- 
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ling,  steaklets,  green  peas,  milk,  ham  and  beef  sausages,  bridies, 
currants,  ice  poles,  grapefruit,  loaf,  snowball,  tea,  bread,  cheese 
spread,  yoghurt,  fruit  cocktail,  cheese,  cake,  butter  and  salmon. 

In  19  instances  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  com- 
plaint and  it  was  not  necessary  therefore  for  this  Department  to  take 
any  action.  In  17  instances  action  was  taken  by  the  Department  to 
prevent  a recurrence  of  the  complaints. 

In  addition  22  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  of  foreign  matter  in  chips,  baby  foods,  iced  tea-bread,  bovril, 
jam,  soup,  rice,  pan  loaf,  lemonade,  ham,  bran  scone,  shell  pie,  ice 
cream,  beer,  tinned  tomatoes,  mince,  slice  sausages,  loaf,  corned  beef, 
margarine,  pastry  and  sugar. 

In  9 instances  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint 
and  it  was  not  necessary,  therefore,  for  this  Department  to  take  any 
action.  In  the  remaining  12  instances  action  was  taken  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  complaints  while  in  1 instance 
the  matter  was  referred  to  another  local  authority. 

The  total  quantity  of  unsound  food  seized  in  terms  of  Section  9 of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act  1956  during  the  year  amounted 
to  9,722  lb.  1 oz.  of  which  3,288  lb.  1 oz.  were  tinned  foods.  In  the 
course  of  these  inspections  132  visits  had  to  be  made. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  is  the  only  offensive  trade  now  operating  within  the 
Burgh: — 

The  Shaw  Water  Chemical  Works  of  British  Charcoals  and 
Macdonalds  Limited  where  large  quantities  of  bones  are  dealt  with 
in  the  manufacture  of  charcoal,  artificial  manure  and  certain  by- 
products. 

Inspection  revealed  that  it  was  being  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 


TOWN  PLANNING 

The  following  information  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr  J.  Jones, 
Burgh  Architect  and  Town  Planning  Officer. 


Control  of  Development. 

During  the  year  163  applications  for  planning  permission  in  respeqt 
of  residential,  commercial,  industrial  and  other  developments  were 
investigated  and  reported,  together  with  50  applications  for  consent 
to  display  advertisements. 


HOUSING 

There  were  813  houses  under  construction  by  the  Local  Authority 
at  31st  December,  1970. 
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Mr  R.  L.  Rankin,  Master  of  Works,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
the  following  information: — 

The  following  dwellings  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during 


year: — 

New  houses  

14 

Conversions  

11 

25 

The  following  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  by  the  Local 


Authority: — 

Prospecthill  Court  29/2  apts.,  61/3  apts 90  houses 

Kelso  Court  27/2  apts.,  55/3  apts 82 

Jedburgh  Court  28/2  apts.,  55/3  apts.  83 

Octavia  Court  34/2  apts.  69/3  apts 103 

Prospecthill  Street  17/4  apts 17 

Mill  Street  15/4  apts 15 

Drumfrochar  Road  24/2  apts 24 

Sinclair  Street  24/4  apts.  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Belville  Street  3/2  apts.,  6/3  apts.  ...  ...  ...  9 

Teviot  Place  32/3  apts.,  4/1  apts.  ...  ...  ...  36 

Renfrew  County  Council 

Janitors  Houses  2/5  apts.,  2/4  apts 4 


487  houses 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  following  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year: 

Soil  Sewers 


9"  dia. 
12"  dia. 
21"  dia. 
24"  dia. 

Surface  Water  Sewers 

6"  dia. 
9"  dia. 
12"  dia. 
30"  dia. 
33"  dia. 
78"  x 78" 
102"  x 60" 


— 106  lin.  yds. 

— 70  lin.  yds. 

— 300  lin.  yds. 

— 138  lin.  yds. 

— 199  lin.  yds. 

— 125  lin.  yds. 

— 120  lin.  yds. 

— 94  lin.  yds. 

— 183  lin.  yds. 
culvert  — 20  lin.  yds. 
culvert  — 70  lin.  yds. 


In  addition,  new  manholes  have  been  constructed  on  existing 
sewers  and  repair  works  carried  out,  including  clearing  sewer  chokages 
and  replacing  damaged  sewers. 

Regular  cleaning  and  clearing  out  of  burns  and  culverts  was  also 
undertaken. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  information  was  kindly  provided  by  Mr  John 
Leiper,  Area  Engineer: — 

The  supply  of  water  for  domestic  use  amounted  to  1,926,802,000 
gallons  which  is  equivalent  to  75  gallons  per  head  of  the  population 
per  day. 

The  total  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  (excluding  Compensation 
supplies)  amounted  to  4.825,456,000  gallons,  equivalent  to  13,229,000 
gallons  per  day. 

The  whole  of  the  filtered  water  supply  continued  to  be  chlorinated 
after  filtration  and  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  supplies  showed 
water  to  be  satisfactory. 

Periodical  analyses  were  also  made  by  Messrs.  R.  R.  Tatlock  & 
Thomson,  Glasgow,  of  the  Chemical  composition  of  the  water  which 
showed  it  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


METEOROLOGY 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  recorded  at  Prospecthill  amounted 
to  61.48  inches  equivalent  to  the  average  for  75  years  (1890-1964). 

The  greatest  rainfall  recorded  in  24  hours  occurred  on  2nd 
November,  when  1.98  inches  fell. 

There  were  142  dry  days  during  the  year. 

Bright  sunshine  amounted  to  1230.1  hours  compared  with  1292.6 
hours  during  1969. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  under  the  above- 


mentioned  Acts: — 

Inspection  made  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  ...  221 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  8 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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TABLE  1 — VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages 


Numbers 

Corrected  Numbers 

in 

District  ; 

Both 

Sexes 

Males 

Females 

Total  Live  Births 

i 

1,248 

1,142 

587 

556 

(including  illegitimate) 
Illegitimate  Births  .... 

117 

83 

40 

43 

Stillbirths 

19 

12 

5 

7 

Marriages 

611 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

917 

870 

465 

405 

TABLE  II. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Corrected  for  Transfers)  REGISTRAR  GENERAL — 1970. 
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TABLE  III.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES  PER  1,000— 
REGISTRAR  GENERAL,  1881-1970 


Year 

Population 

i 

1 

Death 

rate 

! 

Birth 

rate 

Infant  i 

Mortality 
Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate 

Non- 

Respiratory  1 Respiratory 

1881-1890 

71,826 

20.55 

35.09 

133 

2.19 

0.83 

1891-1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.82 

0.63 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20.04 

32.96 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

1906-1910 

72,338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1.10 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31.07 

120 

1.39 

0.93 

1916-1920 

79,512 

16.76 

28.93 

102 

1.16 

0.73 

1921-1925 

81,461 

15.24 

26.71 

107 

0.97 

0.54 

1926-1930 

80,543 

14.50 

25.22 

101 

0.91 

0.33 

1931-1935 

79,494 

13.98 

21.49 

97 

0.79 

0.22 

1936 

80,524 

13.73 

20.29 

101 

0.63 

0.28 

1937 

80,957 

15.60 

21.60 

97 

1.01 

0.31 

1938 

81,297 

12.81 

20.24 

75 

0.79 

0.30 

1939 

81,366 

13.43 

20.30 

88 

0.93 

0.17 

1940 

79,629 

15.27 

19.7 

82 

0.92 

0.30 

1936-1940 

80,754 

14.16 

20.42 

88 

0.85 

0.27 

1941 

77,000 

14.84 

18.8 

90 

1.17 

0.31 

1942 

74,300 

13.95 

20.1 

104 

1.15 

0.33 

1943 

73,205 

14.22 

21.0 

80 

0.75 

0.21 

1944 

73,378 

13.50 

20.5 

81 

0.94 

0.46 

1945 

73,288 

13.29 

18.6 

74 

0.98 

0.29 

1941-1945 

74,234 

13.96 

19.8 

85 

0.99 

0.32 

1946 

75,231 

12.9 

20.7 

62 

0.96 

0.14 

1947 

79,377 

12.8 

23.8 

64 

1.11 

0.30 

1948 

79,470 

11.7 

21.2 

61 

1.23 

0.19 

1949 

79,096 

12.7 

20.9 

52 

1.13 

0.12 

1950 

80,291 

11.8 

20.1 

48 

0.67 

0.16 

1946-1950 

78,693 

12.4 

21.3 

57 

1.02 

0.18 

1951 

76,625 

12.5 

20.4 

36 

0.63 

0.11 

1952 

77,048 

11.6 

18.6 

36 

0.36 

0.07 

1953 

77,584 

11.9 

20.0 

34 

0.35 

0.09 

1954 

77,533 

12.4 

20.6 

43 

0.37 

0.06 

1955 

77,499 

12.5 

20.5 

37 

0.40 

0.03 

1951-1955 

77,257 

12.2 

20.0 

37 

0.42 

0.07 

1956 

77,748 

11.8 

20.9 

41 

0.23 

004 

1957 

77,778 

11.4 

21.3 

33 

0.27 

0.00 

1958 

77,967 

11.3 

20.5 

36 

0.21 

0.00 

1959 

78,350 

11.9 

20.9 

35 

0.17 

0.02 

1960 

78,069 

12.2 

21.2 

31 

0.18 

0.00 

1956-1960 

77,982 

11.7 

21.0 

35 

0.21 

0.01 

1961 

74,802 

12.1 

22.7 

27 

0.11 

0.04 

1962 

74,607 

13.2 

22.8 

33 

0.15 

0.00 

1963 

74,655 

12.4 

22.3 

24 

0.23 

0.00 

1964 

74,492 

11.7 

22.5 

24 

0.00 

0.05 

1965 

73,302 

12.2 

21.7 

24 

0.03 

0.04 

i 1961-1965 

74,371 

12.3 

22.4 

26 

0.12 

0.03 

1966 

72,388 

12.5 

20.2 

27 

0.10 

0.01 

1967 

71,876 

11  5 

19.1 

18 

0,10 

0.00 

1968 

71 ,069 

12.8 

18.2 

21 

o.o7 

0.03 

1969 

70,267 

12.9 

16.2 

25 

0.01 

0.01 

1970 

69.620 

12.5 

16.4 

32 

0.10 

0.04 

40 


Total 

January 

February 

March  .... 

April 

May 

June 

July  .... 

August  .... 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Month 

to 

-1  1 1 1 1 M 1 1 1 

Anthrax 

to 

-oil  1 i 1 I I I | [| 

Cerebro  spinal 
Fever 

CD 

to  to  *—  1 | t—  1 1 

oo  to  4-  cn  1 1 o 1 1 cd  h-  oo 

Chickenpox 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 

Diphtheria 

CD 

CD 

ooosoo^wiSmlcsl  1 I 

Dysentery 

H- 1 

II 1 1 1 1 -1 1 1 1 1 

Erysipelas 

00 

-1  U 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Food 

Poisoning 

cn 

-j  os  -a  1 1 iMi  oo  h 

Jaundice, 
Acute  Infective 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 

Malaria 

to 

CO 

Oi 

tOwro*->— - h-4-to*a 

Oi  to^-^Or<I<I>—  COCDCD 

Measles 

to 

| 1 to  to  to  to  »— 

1 Or*—  cnl  to  CO  00  to  W M M 

German 

Measles 

to 

CO 

h-  H-  to  Oi  Oi  to 
vICDOiODMCOOWi-tOCnCO 

Mumps 

H- 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 -1  II 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Pneumonia, 

Acutelnfluenxal 

Or  1—  •—  1 OJWWt— 

Pneumonia, 
Acute  Primary 

CO 

CO 

cototococo^-^-cocototooc 

Pneumonia, 
not  Otherwise 
Notifiable 

1 

1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Poliomyelitis 

Acute 

1 

1 1 II  1 II  II  1 1 1 

Puerperal 

Fever 

to 

1 1 M II  1 1 1 U 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

CO 

W to  >**  K>  1 1 4>.  C5  to  4>-  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Typhoid  Fever 
& Paratyphoid 

C5 

C5 

OlSXO'IUi^UUU^  1 

Whooping 

Cough 

1003 

►— « 1 *— 

ooccciow^aooo^CD 

ODO>C^-COOO*JCtOTOOX 

Total 

TABLE  IV.— MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1970 
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TABLE  V 

The  following  cases  from  the  Burgh  were  removed  to  Gateside 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Number 

Admitted 

Anthrax  

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .... 

2 

Chickenpox 

i 

Dysentery  

2(1 

Erysipelas  

Food  Poisoning 

— 

Jaundice,  Acute  Infective 

10 

Measles  

ft 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 

— 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia  (not  otherwise 

37 

notifiable).... 

31 

Puerperal  Fever  ....  — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

(r  m.h.)  2 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

Paratyphoid  ... 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

Total  

125 

R.M.H.  — Rankin  Memorial  Hospital 


42 


TABLK  VI.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RATE— 1900 -1970 


YEAR 

SCARLET 

FEVER 

DIPHTHERIA 

MEASLES 

WHOOPING 

COUGH 

Incidence  rate 
per  1,000 

Death-rate 
per  I ,000 

Case  mortality 
rate  per  cent 

Incidence  rate 
per  1 ,000 

o 

7 © 

Z a 

Case  mortality 
rate  per  cent 

Incidence  rate 
per  1,000 

O 

?§ 

Is. 

— c 
o 

i'l 

ai 

9 v 

Cz 

Incidence  rate 
per  i ,ooo 

o 

5 i- 
Z - 

Case  mortality 
rate  per  cent  j 

1900-1904 

1 

4.331  0.32  6.98 

2.58 

0.28 1 28.43 : 12.74 

0.36 

2.92 

4.54 

0.58 

13.25 

1905-1909 

2.15)  0.10 

4.29 

0.82 

0.15119.35,14.30 

0.40 

2.73 

4.02 

0.57 

14.09 

1910-1914 

5.69 j 0.22 

3.56 

1.44 

0.14|12. 02)18.93 

0.55 

3.06 

5.49 

0.44 

8.51 

1915-1919 

2.73 

0.20 

2.58 

1.27 

0.10 

8.09! 13.41 

0.67 

5.31 

5.68 

0.41 

7.25 

1920-1924 

2.34 

0.04 

1 80 

1.45 

0.07 

5.34  15.01 

0.61 

3.05 

8.42 

0.36 

3.73 

1925-1029 

2.28  0.02 

0.85 

2.79 

0.09’ 

3.79112.68 

0.30 

2.06 

5.51 

0.29 

4.57 

1930 

3.61 

0.08 

2.35 

1.571 

0.06 

3.87125.09 

0.34 

1.35 

6.24 

0.18 

2.92 

1931 

3.69 

0.07 

2.05 

1.06! 

0.03 

3.57 

1.48 

0.00 

0.00 

3.97 

0.11 

2.86 

1932 

10.69 

0.12 

1.17 

1.44 

0.05 

3.47138.04 

0.90 

2.38 

3.30 

0.06 

1.90 

1933  114.10 

0.11 

0.80 

2.05, 

0.10 

4.90 

3.95 

0.00 

0.00 

11.14 

0.55 

4.96 

1934 

5.40 

0.05 

0.93 

2.31 

0.18 

8.15121.30. 

0.15 

0.70 

1.64 

0.06 

3.81 

1935 

1.17 

0.02 

2.12 

1.52j 

0.071 

4.91 

13.41 

0.03 

0.27113.37 

0.32 

2.42 

1936 

0.96 

0.01 

1.28 

1.34! 

0.02 

1.85 

11.25 

0.04 

0.44 

1.39 

0.01 

0.89 

1937 

2.70 

0.01 

0.54 

0.591 

0.02 

4.16124.95 

0.13 

0.54 

13.03 

0.38 

2.93 

1938 

6.44 

0.07 

1.14 

1.041 

0.03 

3.52 

1.21 

0.02 

2.02 

1.89 

0.02 

1.29 

1939 

2.94 

0.82 

0.83 

1.11| 

0.03 

3.29 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

7.95 

0.11 

1.39 

1940 

1.43 

0.00 

0.00 

1.621 

0.05 

3.10128.99 

0.07 

0.25111.07 

0.18 

1.70 

1941 

1.451 

0.01 

1.981 

1.981 

0.06 

3.26 

5.80! 

0.02 

0.44 

4.03 

0.03 

0.96 

1942 

2.511 

0.01 

0.53| 

2.031 

0.031 

1.98 

12.23' 

0.00 

0.00 

1.17 

0.53 

4.59 

1943 

1.84 

0.00 

0.00 

1.35! 

0.02! 

2.02 

5.42 

0.01 

0.25 

7.82 

0 09 

1.22 

1944 

0.96 

0.00 

0.00! 

1.53! 

0.00! 

0.00 

27.09 

0.06 

0.25 

5.95 

0.10 

1.83 

1945 

1.521 

0.00 

o.oo! 

1.431 

0.01 1 

0.95 

2.57 

0.02 

1.05 

3.94 

0.05 

1.31 

1946 

1.741 

0.00 

0.00 

0.S9 

0.03! 

4.54  12.15 

0.01 

0.10 

6.39 

0.01 

0.20 

1947 

1.88 

0.00 

o.oo; 

0.76| 

0.01 

1 .63  j 14.77  0.00 

0.00 

6.86 

0.05 

0.73 

1948 

4.031 

0.01 

0.311 

0.79| 

0.00 

0.00 

6.631 

0.01 

0.18 

0.49 

0.00 

0.00 

1949 

4.651 

0.00 

0.00 

0.46! 

0.01 

2.70  14.58 

0.00 

0.00 

2.45 

0.00 

0.00 

1950  | 

2.90| 

0.001 

0.001 

0.12| 

0.001 

0.00 

1.96 

0.01 

0.63 

8.88 

0.01 

0.14 

1951 

1.19! 

o.oo; 

o.oo; 

0.101  0.00! 

0.00!  14.39 

0.00 

0.00 

2.05 

0.00 

0.00 

1952 

1.23| 

0.001 

0.00! 

0.011 

0.00 

0.001 

7.27! 

0.01 

0.18 

5.41 

0.01 

0.24 

1953  | 

1.28| 

0.001 

O.OOi 

0.00 

0.001 

0.001 13.53 

0.00 

0.00 

5.44 

0.02 

0.47 

1954 

1.19 

0.00! 

0.00! 

0.01 

0.00! 

0.00:10.16 

0.00 

0.00 

4.37 

0.00 

0.00 

1955 

1 .20 

0.00! 

0.001 

0.00 

0.00, 

0.00,10.54 

0.00 

0.00 

2.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1956  | 

0.501 

0.001 

0.00! 

0.00! 

0.001 

0.001 

8.95 

0.00 

0.00 

6.69 

0.00 

0.00 

1957  | 

0.321 

0.001 

0.001 

0.00! 

0.00 

0.00 

2.55  : 

0.131 

0.48 

8.S6 

0.04 

0.44 

1958 

0.83! 

o.oo! 

0.00 

0.00! 

o.oo; 

0.00  17.39 

0.00 

0.00 

0.27 

0.00 

0 00 

1959 

| 

1.34| 

0.001 

0.001 

0.001 

0.00 

0.00 

1 

5.14 

0.00 

0.00 

2.24 

0.00 

0.00 

I960 

0.69| 

0.00! 

0.001 

0.00!  o.ooi  0.00 

0.33 

0.00 

0.00 

2.80 

0.00 

0.00 

1961  | 

0.45| 

0.00! 

0.00 

0.001 

0.00! 

0.00:19.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.79 

0.00 

0.00 

1962 

0.351 

0.00 

0.00 

0.001 

0 00 

0.00 

1 .68 

0.00 

0.00 

1.97 

0.01 

0.68 

1963  | 

0.51 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

7.44 

0.13 

0.18 

3.60 

0.00 

0.00 

1964 

0.40! 

0.00! 

0.001 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00! 

2.61 

0.00 

0.00 

0.83 

0.00 

0.00 

1965 

1.091 

0.00! 

o.ooi 

0.00 

0.00! 

0.00 

7.36 

0.00 

0.00 

1.65 

0.00 

0.00 

1966 

0.73| 

0.00! 

0.00! 

0.00! 

0.001 

0.00 

7.47 

0.01 

0.18 

0.73 

0.00 

0.00 

1967 

1.22| 

0.001 

o.ooi 

0.001 

0.00, 

0.00 

3.341 

0.00 

0.00 

2.56 

0.00 

0.00 

1968 

0.86| 

0.001 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00, 

2.93 

0.00 

0.00 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

1969  | 

0.98| 

0.00! 

O.OOi 

0.001 

o.ooi 

0.00 

2.05: 

0.00 

0.00 

0.78 

0.00 

0.00 

1970  1 

1 

0.45| 

1 

0.00! 



0.001 

1 

0.001 

1 

0.00, 

0.00! 

| 

3.38  ' 

0.00 

0.00 

0.95 

0.00 

0.00 

Orr,  Pollock  and  Co.  (Printers)  Ltd.,  Greenock 


